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1669 October 6, 1899 

the circumstances continues good. Nothing of interest has occurred 
among the shipping. Dr. Lavinder expects to return to duty on 
Monday, the 11th. 

Eespectfully, yours, P. Malaret, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8.', In Temporary Charge. 

[Inclosure.] 

Number and causes of deaths in Ponce jurisdiction during the two weeks ended September 9, 

1899. 

Apoplexy, 1 ; atrepsy, 2 ; angina infectiosa, 1 ; anasarca, 1 ; broncho-pneumonia, 4 ; 
bronchitis, 2 ; cachexia, senile, 1 ; carcinoma of stomach, 1 ; cerebral congestion, 1 ; 
chloro-anaemia, 1 ; diarrhea, chronic, 2 ; drowned, 7 ; dyspepsia, 1 ; diphtheria, 1 ; 
entero-colitis, 9 ; enteritis, acute, 1 ; enteritis, chronic, 1 ; eclampsia, 1 ; gastric fever, 
2 ; gastro-enteritis. 2 ; hemorrhage, cerebral, 2 ; hydroanasmia, 1 ; inanition, 5 ; mala- 
rial fever, 1 ; meningitis, 2 ; metritis, chronic, 1 ; pneumonia, 1 ; pernicious anaemia, 
2 ; pernicious fever, 3 ; puerperal fever, 1 ; pulmonary congestion, 1 ; polyarthritis, 
rheumatic, 1 ; softening of brain, 2 ; tetanus, 5 ; tuberculosis, general, 1 ; tuberculosis, 
pulmonary, 13 ; tuberculosis of intestine, 1 ; valvular diseases of heart, 3 ; volvulus, 
1 ; wounded, 2 ; unknown, a 2 ; total, 93. Births in the same date, 27. 

Ponce, Porto Eico, September 20, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the weekly quarantine 
report and abstract of bills of health for the week ended September 16 : 

Nothing of interest has occurred among the shipping during the 
week, and the general health of the city and port continues fairly good. 
A new tent hospital for the city poor has been established here under 
the direction of the United States Army. Its capacity is 200. I 
inspected it last week, and through the kindness of Dr. Ash ford had 
the privilege of seeing all cases. A large part of the cases admitted 
are of a chronic nature, and I saw no acute infectious diseases. There 
were about 100 inmates at the time of my inspection. The camp is 
clean and comfortable and well conducted. The work of establishing 
the camp and conducting it has been very creditably done by Dr. Bailey 
K. Ashford, United States Army, but for the medical care of the 
patients a native physician is employed. 

Since the storm, there has been much trouble in obtaining reports 
concerning the health of the city. 

Eespectfully, yours, C. H. Lavinder, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

Miraflores Island, near San Juan, secured temporarily as a quarantine 

station. 

San Juan, Porto Eico, September 19, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the old buildings upon Cabras 
Island, quarantines tation at the mouth of San Juan Harbor, were more 
or less injured by the hurricane of August 8, and that island, area 6 
acres, nearly cut in two by the heavy surf. At the same time the leper 
colony were rendered houseless in their temporary structure in the rear 
of the city jail, and they were placed in the basement of that building 
until some other site could be selected. 

At the upper end of this harbor is situated the island of Miraflores, 
on which the Spaniards had erected some substantial buildings for a 

a These 2 deaths occurred in the country (canipo) and bodies were buried there, without being 
seen by a doctor, as a rise in the river prevented the attendance of a city physician. Nothing 
suspicious. 
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powder magazine, etc., well isolated but in near proximity to the quar- 
antine anchorage for vessels. As this island and buildings were not in 
use for a powder magazine and probably would never be so used again, 
I have been on the lookout to secure it as a quarantine detention station, 
noting the fact that when this harbor is properly dredged out, vessels 
would be able to approach a wharf at that island for disinfection, etc., 
and passengers and baggage could now be landed in all kinds of 
weather, which is not the case at Cabras Island. I accordingly made a 
proposition that if the governor-general would cede Miraflores Island 
for quarantine purposes and cause alterations and repairs to be made to 
the buildings to adapt them to quarantine use, then Cabras Island, at a 
very little expense, could be fitted up for the isolation of the leper 
colony. The advantage of the exchange was at once recognized, and a 
general order issued to that effect. (Copy inclosed. ) 

Miraflores Island comprises about 24 acres, two-thirds of which is 
upon a rise of ground at least 15 feet above sea level. On the island 
there is an almost inexhaustible spring of fresh water, situated a short 
distance from the wharf. 

In addition to the alterations and repairs to the brick and cement 
buildings, I requested that a frame building, about 15 by 40 feet, 
be erected at the base of the small cement wharf to house the steam 
chamber and contain a baggage and formaldehyd disinfecting room. 
The main building, which is 150 feet in length, is to be partitioned into 
7 rooms, given new board floors, painted, and put in good order for use 
as a detention barracks. The other small buildings are to be similarly 
repaired. The board of public works is now effecting these changes. 

I inclose an itemized estimate of the new work which was allowed and 
all that was asked for at the present time. When these repairs are com- 
pleted the station will be well adapted for use as a detention quarantine 
station and for the isolation of patients. Small baggage, etc., can also 
be disinfected there, but it is necessary to have a disinfecting barge for 
the'treatment of vessels and cargoes, as there is not sufficient depth of 
water to allow the heavy draft vessels to approach within 200 or 300 
yards of the wharf. Then, too, the disinfecting machinery on hand is 
too small to handle any great amount of cargo. 

I consider this exchange of islands a very valuable gain to the quar- 
antine service. Miraflores ("the flowery outlook") is four times the 
area of Cabras Island, equally isolated, lies much nearer to the channel, 
and Las a running spring of fresh water which can be piped to all parts 
of the grounds. Quarters for the officers of the Service can be erected 
in the future, and this be made an ideal station. I inclose, under sep- 
arate cover, copies of the plans of the buildings on the island, and a 
map of the island itself. 

Eespectfully, yours, A. H. Glennan, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S., In Command. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 
(General Orders, Mo. 137.) 

Headquarters Department op Porto Eico, 

San Juan, September 5, 1899. 
The island of Miraflores and the public buildings thereon are assigned temporarily 
as the quarantine station of this port and will be turned over to the quarantine inspector 
of the island of Porto Rico. 

They will be put in order and so maintained by the board of public works. 
By command of Brigadier-General Davis : 

W. P. Hall, 
Adjutant-General. 
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[Inolosnre No. 2.1 

San Juan, September 1, 1899. 

Sir : Referring to your communications of the 26th and 28th instant, specifying 
alterations and repairs necessary upon Miraflores Island, I beg to submit below an 
estimate of cost : 

1. Wharf. $112.80 

2. Disinfection building.... $596. 70 

Clearing of land, transportation of apparatus from Cabras Is- 
land and its installation 200.00 

796. 70 

3. Old Magazine Building : 

Walls, windows, doors, wooden floors, repair of concrete floors.. 890. 42 

Lining and painting 130. 77 

Corrugated roof. 807. 48 

Two water-closets and drainage 178.00 

2,006.67 

4. Building No. 2 : 

Brick wall and repairs of floors 97. 17 

Repairs of wall, doors, windows, lining and painting the roof 

and doors and removal 126.72 

223. 89 

5. Building No. 5 : 

Repairs of wall and new concrete floor 57. 19 

Corrugated roof. 56. 16 

New doors and windows 11. 50 

124. 85 

6. Auxiliary expenses : 

Transportation, watchmen, etc 90.00 

Total 3,354.91 

Contingencies and supervision 10 per cent 335. 49 

Total 3,690.40 

Respectfully, yours, F. L. Hills, 

Director Public Works. 
A. H. Glenn an. 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. , Quarantine Inspector, San Juan, Porto Sico. 

Report from San Juan inclosing lists of vessels from European ports to 

San Juan. 

San Juan, Porto Rico, September 25, 1899. 
Sik : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Bureau letter (6) 
of September 5, 1899, relative to the prevalence of plague at Portugal. 
No vessels from that country arrive in Porto Eico, but some steamers 
sail from contiguous Spanish ports. 

I inclose a list of vessels, grouped under their nationalities, arriving 
since June 1, 1899, giving ports of departure and call, dates of departure 
and arrival, and number of passengers for Porto Rico. A list of the 
lines of vessels is also inclosed. 

Respectfully, yours, A. H. Gijennan, 

Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S., In Command. 



